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Ana Dzokic

1. Why did you start ARCHIPHOENIX?

Why the situation of Holland needs
discussion?

When we were asked by the Netherlands
Architecture Institute (NAi) to co-create
the Dutch pavilion at the 2008 Venice
Biennale we started to discuss issues
that could be interesting for the overall
topic ‘Out there: Architecture Beyond
Building'. Just a few weeks before (on 13
May 2008) the Faculty of Architecture in
Delft burned down completely.

In the Dutch architecture society this
was an immense event that brought a lot
of discussion on what the new building
that would be built should look like,
but there was not much discussion

of the architectural education as it is
should be also re-thought. Not just

in the Dutch context, but you can say
overall the question is how much is
architectural profession, and then also
architectural education as a preparation
for the profession, answering the urgent
issues of today. Think for instance of
issues like sustainability. But also the
development of the cities happening out
of reach of architects (some estimations say
that 80 % of the built objects are made without
architects - and one could wonder whether this
is fair to all those people who have no access

to good professional support, or you could say
that even in terms of climate change this lack of
proper assistance is right-out threatening). And,
there is of course the need to rethink
our material production due to the lack
of resources that will become more
important from day to day.

Therefore we saw the fact that the
faculty in Delft burned down as a
symbolic moment for an end of a period
of modernist architectural education

(as the building itself was a representative of
that same functionalist approach) and the
time to think collectively again what
would be an ‘imaginary’ curriculum

for architectural education that

would be socially responsible, open to
participation, shift from idea of a genius
to more collaborative method... That is
how “ARCHIPHOENIX - Faculties for
Architecture” came about. In this project
(and title) we used the word ‘faculty’ not
so much as a facility (building) where
students go to get knowledge, but more

in its English meaning of ‘capacity/power/

capability’. Actually what are these
faculties that we should get better in!
Situation in Holland needs discussion
because the social reality of a welfare
state shifted during the 1990s and
became much more open to the
influences of the market, also society in
its composition changed (large percentage of
immigrants), the relationship to planning
(less control) became the general agenda...
- and all this is not always finding ways
into the architectural education.

But it is important to say that we saw
the potential at the Biennale to shift
these issues to a global level and not
stay particularly nationally oriented!
Therefore we decided to use the Dutch
pavilion as an international discussion
platform and a place for collective
knowledge production that would be
functioning during the days around the
Biennale opening. We were also aware
of the fact that the Dutch architecture is
during the last 15 years quite in the focus
for its design and building production
and we wanted to shift the discussion
back to the basics and essentials.

2. What kind of theme, you are most

interested in?

Out of 5 topics that we framed for

the 5 publications that we produced I
am personally the most interested in:
“FOR WHOM WE WORK - beyond
power to empowerment”, or who are
the new clients that architecture must
address (if we know this figure of 80 % that 1
mentioned before) and “WHY WE MAKE
- beyond profitable simplicity into the
social sustainability”, or what are the
economies apart from monetary economy
that we can base architecture on (social
economies,...).

3. After the biennale, how people talk
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vibrant energy of the moment and
contributed to the discussion and
formulation of the views on the topics.
This part was for us the most intensive
and lets say the most important part of
the project. During this period the 6
publications were also produced.

What stayed for the visitors of the
Biennale that came afterwards was a
residue of this intense experience: video
recordings and the publications. The
energy of the ‘speaking’screens and text
on the paper is naturally not the same as
the one of the spoken word and heated
discussion. Thus either people fast
passed through the exhibition without
engaging much with the material on
display or on the other hand found it
refreshing not to see images (we had no
images in the space) but hear human voices
and see faces of the people making some
of the interesting engaged architectural
projects around the globe. We also heard
comment that the exhibition worked well
in combination with the Italian pavilion
where you were overwhelmed with all the
visual input, where here you could hear
the reasoning of the practitioners and
others that are thinking about possible
contributions of architecture to the world
of today.

4. How do you think, the reason of a

same type event has occurred between

you and Tokyo.

Have no idea :) But to try to answer

- it looks like that there is something

in the air. People are searching for

more engagement with the issues that
surround us. The current models of
operating are obviously not enough. We
could see that the big stars contributions
at the Biennale (Arsenale part) were far
from what we are expecting from the
profession and we are somehow fed up
with that!

Ana Dzokic [STEALTH]

about your exhibition.

People that participated in the event
through which the exhibition is
formulated speak very enthusiastically
about it, they were there and felt the

www.stealth.ultd.net
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htep://www.facultiesforarchitecture.org/
program.php
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To be continued...

[EEVEN 02 9%

BoLE%ED
WAEELE—

BERF

TR 7 A F =T d B ILA HE
T A RIS EHD 2241
TS TIROMS P RE LG
FAILARRERIE AL ZFT
btazH AR ORTH2
ZEITHARANTHBZE] [tk Th
BTEJECHHFIUILT 10T
iR &L, 20/CTEL3D A
A 30RTHEOLINEEH LI
VI HBHB R ETFMITEIE
HOIEEATHAY OBFRIE D
LhEB2TERRL T30 % H,
ODETIENED L RHTE
NOPYZRIMNTREBDLLTR
JANBEIN T2, ZDLE, T
SRS AR 3 24
FERLICDTH A,
FHAF—ThH FEEHZ Th,
BTHH 2 ARG, KR %
B T2IeODBRE 2 (3 LD
EDORESPBERT 5. WL DFE
A b S A g
A2t ~RTHETH
b zhiz LoftRroHash
fete k&2 T T o
ANEZHRCTUIT A TYH 3,
FHFAF AN DY 24T B
FEORBURHE AT HCTH
73 KBbD] H 6 [bDE2LBT
LIZZP B R TAT Y
TATTATEHETHBIER K
ZIHEEORL T T2,






